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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
hlEBER RIVER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

OGDEN, UTAH JANUARY

JAN | 6 1990

Vij/n il i::P fil#fi'FS
SAI'[ LAK!:

The annual meeti ng of the Weber Ri ver Di strjbution System
convened i n the 0gden C'i ty Commj ssi on Chambers on the si xth
f loor of the 0gden City Munic'i pal Building at l:30 P.ffi., on
January 9, I 990.

Present: Lee S.im
John. Mann
John Larsen
B'l ai ne Thomsen
Joseph Dawson
D. Earl Harri s

Preston Marchant
Dennis t,lright
D. A. 0sguthorPe
Ivan Flint
Don Turner
F 1 oyd Bah am

R'ichard Hi xson
E. Bl ai ne Johnson
Denni s Marchant
Lori n Sperry

OF T I-IE

ME ErFlr'G
9, .|990CF!VH

Di vi si on of Water
Division of Water
Di vi si on of Water
Division ol'VJater
l,|eber R'i ver Water
Weber River Water
Weber River Water
[,leber River Water
[,'leber River Water
t,,leber River Water
t,Jeber River Water
l,Jeber River Water

ghts
ghts
ghts
ghts
ght s Comm.
ght s Comm.
ghts Comm.
ghts Comm.
ght s Comm.
ghts Comm.
ght s Comm.
ght s Comm.

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

R

Utah Power & Light Co.
t,leber River t,Jater Commissioner
Weber Ri ver Deputy Commi ssi oner
Utah Di vi si on of t'Ji I dl i fe Res.

The meeti ng was ca'l I ed to order by Lee Sim of the Di vi si on of
Water Ri ghts of the Utah State Engj neer's 0ffi ce. The mi nutes
of Januaiy 10, l9B9 were read by John Mann. A motion was made
by Joseph Dawson, seconded by Dennis Wright, to approve the
mlnutes as read. All voted in favor. Mr. Sim'introduced his
staff to those present.

The Financial Statement was pi^esented by Lee Sim. l{e stated
that v{e d'id go over j n the area of Heal th & Acc'ident I nsurance,
but th'i s item is diff icult to assess. 0ther than that, the
budget.is in order. He stated that as they !gy" gole through
the-accounting year w'ith thejr staff , they wjll no longer be
abl e to juggl e the budget 'i n each di stri buti on systemr by
contacti ng-the chai rman as needed. They must make thj s change
'in order Io streamljne thejr work-load. There were $]900.00
del i nquent accounts i n I 989. He stated that they do not have
the resources to followup on small accounts. A list will be
sent to the Committee to col lect accounts under $100.00. The
Commissioner w'i 1l work on the accounts of $tOO. - $200.00' and
the Djvision of Water Rights wjll get jnvolved jf the account
i s above $300.00. Af ter some di scuss'ion, F I oyd Baham made a

motion to accept the financi a1 report as read. Ivan Fl int
seconded the mot'ion and the vote carri ed unanimously.



Weber Rjver Water Comm'i ss'ioner, E. Blaine Johnson expressed h'i s

apprec'i atjon for the help h'i s five deputies had g'i ven h'im, and
that without the'ir assistance, he could not do half of what he
does. lle further explained that he did not have to cut rights
as low or as early this past irrigation season. Al I in al I we
had an adequate season. .|990 does not look as prolllising. We

are only 44% of what we were th'i s time I ast year. t will take
129% from now to the beginning of the water season to bring us
to normal . As of January I , I 990 our storage i s: Wanshi p

39,500 A.F., Echo 29,770 A.F., East Canyon 13,800 A.F., and
Lost Creek I.|,880 A.F. Lee S.im thanked Commi ssiclner Johnson
and stated that he appreciated working with hirn as he is a

very capabl e commi ssj oner. D. Earl Harri s made a moti on to
accept the report, Don Turner seconded and all voted in favor.

Lee S'im explained that since .i986, the Stat.e Enqineer's 0ffice
has experienced a cut back i n personnel , and 'i n addi ti on they
have maintained the same operating budget as wel1, hence....
a decrease. The expense of the accounting and the meetings
held have increased, and we have thirtyfive distribution
systems that we are responsi bl e f or. I n the f uture there 'i s a

need to upgrade the systems, and i f fundi ng becomes a probl em,
there may be an assessment on a proportjonate bas'i s to the
varj ous di stri buti on systems. Under the Utah State Statute
the State Engineer's 0ff ice does have the ability to assess
the di stri buti on systems for expenses that are associ ated wi th
thejr systems.

Chai rman Dawson of the Weber Ri ver t'Jater Ri ghts Commi tt.ee pre-
sented the 1990 Proposed Budget of $85,229.00. tie staLed that
the only change was a 5%'i ncrease in salary for the Commissioner
and his Deputies, as well as their benefits. Chairman Dawson
also recommended that Commissioner Johnson and h'i s five deputies
be retai ned for the ensui ng year. Cha'i rman Dawson stated that
we apprecjated Commissioner Johnson's efforts jn mak'ing the
operatjon funct'i on smoothly. Dennis Wright made a motjon to
accept the Proposed Budget and the recommendat'ion of the
Comm j ss'ioner and Deputi es. F1o.yd Baham seconded and al I voted
'i n f avor.

Lee Sim stated that there i s a pl an to do away w'i th assessments
and have the Legislature take care of the costs of distribution.
This same plan was suggested some twentyfive years d9o, but did
not materialize at that time. Distribution wou'ld still be
according to water rights. Concern would be the power of the
State Legi sl ature to control the water. Th j s pl an woul d l'ight-
en thei r work I oad. The quest.ion was asked i f each system coul d

col I ect thei r own assessments. Mr. S'im stated that some systems
are not sophisticated enough to make the collections, and we
have j nd'i vi dual s on the systems as wel l as cornpani es. He sai d

he woul d encourage the Commj tteemen to tal k wj th the Leg'i sl ature.



Lorin Sperry of the Utah State Wi'ldlife Resources stated he
had some concerns. He stated that sportsmen have a I arge
investment on the Weber R'iver. He further stated that the
Weber River is an expensive system. He said that t^lildljfe
Resources fi nds themse I ves wi th no i nput on the di stri buti on
system, yet they pay 13% of the distribution assessments oIl
the l,Jeber R'iver System. He sa'id they do not want to upset
or change the system, they just want to be part of the dec-
'i sion making process. Preston Marchant stated that the
l,li I dl i fe Resources needs to cooperate wi th the I and owners
as wel'l . D. A. 0sguthorpe and Denni s Marchant f el t the same,
and jt was stated that the wildlife programs are not totally
'i n the best 'i nterest of the publ i c. Fl oyd Baharn stated that
'if Mr. Sperry coul d gi ve us some d'i rect'ion, we woul d be wi I I -
i ng to work w'ith h'im, thus maybe we coul d hel p each other.

Denni s Wri ght addressed John Mann, Weber Ri ver
who has repl aced J'im Ri 1ey. Denni s asked John
maki ng bi g deci s'ions, to keep everyone 'in mi nd
system f rom the l arge power houses to the smal'l

There being no further business to come before the meeting,
the same was adiourned at 2:25 p.m.

Donna M. Thurgood,
Secret ary

Area Engi neer,
Mann, when
on the enti re
individual.


